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String Quartet in A Minor, D. 804, Rosamunde 
Franz Schubert 
Born: January 31, 1797, in Vienna, Austria 
Died: November 19, 1828, in Vienna, Austria 
Composed: 1824 
Duration: 35 minutes 
 
Referred to as the Rosamunde Quartet because of the 
second movement theme from the composer's failed stage 
work of the same name, this A Minor work was the only one 
of his string quartets to be published in his lifetime. Ill and 
miserable with syphilis, Schubert in 1824 made the 
acquaintance of the renowned violinist and quartet leader 
Ignaz Schuppanzigh. During their time together, Schubert 
resolved to return to the medium of the string quartet, which 
he had abjured for several years. The result was a lyrical and 
introspective work, almost solemn, dedicated to 
Schuppanzigh and premiered by him. 

 
Five Movements for String Quartet, Op. 5 
Anton Webern 
Born: December 3, 1883, in Vienna, Austria 
Died: September 15, 1945, in Mittersill, Austria 
Composed: 1909 
Duration: 10 minutes 

Webern wrote the Op. 5 Five Movements in the spring of 
1909, the year after he had been given his first official 
musical post, as a conductor of operettas at the Austrian spa 
of Bad Ischl. His compositions of this time betray barely a 
hint of the light operettas that he so disliked conducting. 
Webern was continuing his explorations of the atonality also 
being employed by his compatriots Alban Berg and Arnold 
Schoenberg, while beginning to incorporate the spare 
gestures and concision of thought which became so 
pronounced in his works of the early 1910s. A talented cellist, 

Webern also had a full knowledge of the techniques available 
to string players, and the Op. 5 Movements feature all 
manner of pizzicati, harmonics, tremolos, and other textures. 

 
String Quartet in C-sharp Minor, Op. 131 
Ludwig van Beethoven 
Born: December 16, 1770, in Bonn, Germany 
Died: March 26, 1827, in Vienna Austria 
Composed: 1826 
Duration: 40 minutes 
 
Free from any considerations a commission might have 
imposed, in the String Quartet in C-sharp Minor Beethoven 
moved further away from the conventions of quartet-writing 
than he had ever done before. An external sign of this is the 
layout in seven movements, played without a break-certainly 
a major departure from the norms that leaves the listener 
totally unable to predict the course the work will take at the 
next turn. But form in Beethoven is always inseparable from 
content, and the revolutionary structure of this quartet was 
made necessary by the exceptional emotional range of what 
Beethoven had to say. 
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