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PROGRAM 
Twelve Variations in F Major, Op. 66 
Ludwig van Beethoven 
Born: December 16, 1770, in Bonn, Electorate of Cologne 
Died: March 26, 1827, in Vienna, Austria 
Composed: 1796 
Duration: 10 minutes 
 
Beethoven composed his variations on "Ein Mädchen oder 
Weibchen," Op. 66, in the wake of a surge in popularity of 
Mozart's works in the years following his death. They were 
first published in September 1798 by Traeg in Vienna; after 
they were taken over by Artaria, they were designated "Opus 
66." We find none of the probing of tonal relationships of the 
Variations in F major, Op. 34, and none of the multiplicity of 
material to be varied of the Variations in E flat, Op. 35. What 
we do find is a virtuosity and control unparalleled in 
Beethoven's earlier works.  
 
Grave 
Witold Lutosławski 
Born: January 25, 1913, in Warsaw, Poland 
Died: February 7, 1994, in Warsaw, Poland 
Composed: 1981-1982 
Duration: 7 minutes 
 
In 1979 Lutosławski initiated a new stylistic period with a 
memorial piece, "Epitaph for oboe & piano." In 1980 
Lutosławski had occasion to write another such short piece, 
this time dedicated to the memory of Stefan Jarocinski 
(1912-1980), an almost exact contemporary who was a 
leading musicologist and critic and a champion of 
Lutosławski's music. Lutosławski based this piece on the 
rising phrase D-A-G-A from the opera's Forest Scene, and on 
the interval pair of a fifth and a second which it comprises. 
The music is consistently haunting, is built on projection of 
the cello solo against harmonies in the piano, and ends with 

a final chord of Debussian flavor low in the piano while the 
cello concludes with a D-G-A distillation of the main motive. 
 
Cello Sonata, Op. 6 
Samuel Barber 
Born: March 9, 1910, in West Chester, Pennsylvania, US 
Died: January 23, 1981, in New York City, New York, US  
Composed: 1932 
Duration: 19 minutes 
 
Although Barber was only 22 when he composed this Cello 
Sonata, he was far from a novice. His studies with Rosario 
Scalero, at the Curtis Institute of Music, gave him a thorough 
grounding in compositional technique. Written in three 
movements the piece reflects some of the dramatic elements 
and lyrical writing of Brahms and Schumann, but Barber was 
already developing a style that would make him one of the 
most successful American composers of all time. 
 
Cello Sonata in G Minor, Op. 19 
Sergei Rachmaninov 
Born: April 1, 1873, in Novgorod, Russia 
Died: March 28, 1943, in Beverly Hills, California, US 
Composed: 1901 
Duration: 35 Minutes 
 
The common wisdom on Rachmaninov's Sonata for Cello and 
Piano is that it is really a piano sonata with cello 
accompaniment. While this assessment may be a slight 
exaggeration, it cannot be denied the piano is the dominant 
instrument in the work. The composer completed this sonata 
in November 1901, and gave the premiere in Moscow with 
cellist Anatoly Brandukov, on December 2 of that year, but 
apparently made several alterations over the next ten days, 
since he wrote the date of December 12, 1901, on the final 
page of the score. 
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