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PROGRAM (Selection of Program Notes) 
Dance Preludes 
Witold Lutosławski 
Born: January 25, 1913, in Warsaw, Poland 
Died: February 7, 1994, in Warsaw, Poland 
Composed: 1955 
Duration: 11 minutes 
 
Lutosławski described the Dance Preludes as his "farewell to 
folklore"; in the middle 1950s he stopped writing works 
inspired by Polish folk music and adopted a more dissonant 
style informed by the European avant-garde. The Dance 
Preludes were premiered in Warsaw on February 15, 1955. 
Lutosławski subsequently rearranged them twice: in 1955 for 
clarinet, string orchestra, harp, piano, and percussion, and in 
1959 for flute, oboe, clarinet, bassoon, French horn, and 
string quartet. 

 
Clarinet Sonata 
Leonard Bernstein 
Born: August 25, 1918, in Lawrence, MA 
Died: October 14, 1990, in New York City, NY 
Composed: 1886 
Duration: 22 minutes 
 
When he wrote this sonata, Bernstein was still a student at 
the Curtis Institute, not sure whether he'd devote his career 
to composing, conducting, or playing the piano. The sonata 
demonstrates Bernstein's early promise as a composer, his 
interest in forms and techniques both old and new and an 
interest in the musical vernacular that would have brought 
him grief had he wound up trying to compose in the austere, 
highly theorized academic environment of the 1950s and '60s 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Fantasie for Clarinet and Piano 
Philippe Gaubert 
Born: July 5, 1879, in Cahors, France 
Died: July 8, 1941, in Paris, France 
Composed: 1911 
Duration: 8 minutes 
 
Philippe Gaubert (1879-1941) was a distinguished performer 
on the Flute. It comes as no surprise that his compositions 
for woodwind are at the forefront of the musical family's 
repertoire, Fantasy for Clarinet being no exception. After a 
prominent career as a flautist with the Paris Opéra, Gaubert 
was appointed as professor of flute at the Paris 
Conservatoire, as well as principal conductor of leading 
orchestras. Addressing many technical features, including 
semiquaver passages, lyrical melodies, chromaticism and 
complex rhythms, the Fantasy is a challenging, yet riveting 
and stirring piece. 
 
Clarinet Sonata 
Aaron Copland 
Born: November 14, 1900, in New York City, NY 
Died: December 2, 1990, in Sleepy Hollow, NY 
Composed: 1947-1948 
Duration: 17 minutes 
 
Copland began work on his Clarinet Concerto while traveling 
in Latin America in 1947. After setting it aside when he was 
unable to come up with a suitable theme for the second 
movement, he completed the work during his annual sojourn 
to Tanglewood the next year. The concerto, commissioned 
by the prominent clarinetist Benny Goodman, was premiered 
by Goodman and the NBC Symphony Orchestra in a 
broadcast of November 6, 1950. Though the initial critical 
reception of the work was less favorable than what had 
greeted a number of Copland's other works, the concerto 
gradually caught on with performers and audiences alike.  

PREVIEW 
NOTES 

 


