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PROGRAM (Selection of Program Notes) 
Let Evening Come 
William Bolcom 
Born: May 26, 1938 in Seattle, WA 
Composed: 1994 
Duration: 23 minutes 
 
William Bolcom's cycle Let Evening Come sets the poetry of 
Maya Angelou, Emily Dickinson, and Jane Kenyon for 
soprano, viola and piano. In 1993 Bolcom was commissioned 
to write a singing duet for Tatiana Troyanos and Benita 
Valente. Possible texts were discussed possible texts, then 
very unexpectedly Troyanos died. Bolcom was then 
approached by the sponsors of the commission to write a 
duo anyway, with soprano, piano, and viola, the violist in 
some way representing the departed Troyanos. Let Evening 
Come is the result. 
 
The three poems chosen describe with ever greater 
acceptance the phenomenon of death. Maya Angelou’s 
poem is still raw with the shock of so many lost artists of the 
African-American pantheon but observes with an almost 
journalistic candor the state we, the survivors, pass through 
after the death of a powerful person. Emily Dickinson’s 
continues in the same dispassionate vein, observation not 
softening the grief but resolving it through deeper 
understanding; Jane Kenyon’s invites us to contemplate the 
elegant beauty in death’s resolution. 
 
The violist’s role did not turn out to be a ghostly recreation of 
Troyanos’ spirit but, perhaps, that of a choral commentator 
on the poems’ events. Though each setting is detachable 
from the other two, the viola-and-piano interlude between 
the last two poems is not; it serves as gateway to the 
“coming of evening.” 
 
 
 

 
String Quintet in E-flat Major, Op. 97 
Antonín Dvořák 
Born: September 8, 1841, in Nelahozeves, Czechia 
Died: May 1, 1904, in Prague, Czechia 
Composed: 1893 
Duration: 33 minutes 
 
Dvořák 's E-flat String Quintet ("American") was written 
around the same time as the Symphony No. 9 ("New 
World"); like that famous work, it is based partly on Native 
and Black American themes. Unlike the salon atmosphere 
that characterized string quartets of the era, the American 
Quintet is full of wonderful, populist tunes, even though their 
pentatonic origins may be more Slavonic than American. The 
String Quartet No. 2 received its premiere on January 12, 
1894, at New York's Carnegie Hall. 
 
The direct impetus for this quintet came on Dvořák's first 
long vacation in the United States, at the Czech settlement of 
Spillville in northeast Iowa. During his stay, a band of 
American Indians arrived to sell medicinal herbs to the locals 
and stage a celebration. Dvořák came into contact with the 
Indians on a daily basis, and on two or three occasions he 
attended small gatherings at a local inn, where they 
performed their traditional songs and dances for him. 
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