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String Quintet in B-flat Major, K. 174 
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 
Born: January 27, 1756, in Salzburg, Austria 
Died: December 5, 1791, in Vienna, Austria 
Composed: 1773 
Duration: 29 minutes 
 
This remarkable work was the first of Mozart's string 
quintets, a group of works completed only in his final years 
with the composition of the four great quintets of 1787 to 
1791 (a fifth, K. 406 [516b], is an arrangement of the Wind 
Serenade in C minor, K. 388). At the time of its composition 
in 1773, the quintet for two violins, two violas, and cello was 
a little-explored genre, composers such as Boccherini 
preferring the alternative disposition of two cellos rather 
than two violas. It was originally composed in Salzburg in the 
spring of 1773 in the aftermath of the Mozarts' (Wolfgang 
and his father Leopold) return from their third and final visit 
to Italy. Its immediate inspiration appears to have been two 
string quintets by Michael Haydn, the younger brother of the 
famous Joseph Haydn. Michael Haydn, who held the post of 
Konzertmeister (concertmaster) at the court of the 
Archbishop of Salzburg from 1763, composed a number of 
string quintets which he styled "notturni," a designation 
generally applied during this period to works of a lighter, 
serenade-like character. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Verklärte Nacht 
Arnold Schoenberg 
Born: September 13, 1874, in Vienna, Austria 
Died: September 20, 1957, in Los Angeles, USA 
Composed: 1899 
Duration: 29 Minutes 
 
Although Schoenberg's earliest published works were written 
for the voice, the composer had by then produced much 
other music, including a number of pieces incorporating 
strings. Indeed, Schoenberg had studied, at least informally, 
both the violin and cello, and thus was well equipped to 
meet the compositional challenges of his Op. 4, the 
substantial string sextet Verklärte Nacht (Transfigured Night; 
1899). Its great success in Europe opened the gates of fame 
for the young composer, and even today, it remains one of 
Schoenberg's most familiar works -- and certainly one of the 
least "difficult" for listeners. 
 
String Sextet in G Major, Op. 36 
Johannes Brahms 
Born: May 7, 1833, in Hamburg, Germany 
Died: April 3, 1897, in Vienna, Austria 
Composed: 1864-1865 
Duration: 38 Minutes 
 
During the composition of this Sextet, Brahms kept the work 
to himself. Brahms's relationship with Agathe von Siebold, a 
singer in Göttingen for whom he had composed the Lieder, 
Op. 14 and Op. 19, had reached a point of such intensity that 
both she and her friends assumed an engagement was 
imminent. Brahms was intent on continuing to see Siebold, 
although he did not wish to "wear fetters," as he put it in a 
letter to her. Siebold broke off the relationship, leaving 
Brahms despondent. The Sextet, Op. 36, is really dedicated 
to her. Three times near the end of the first-movement 
exposition the first and second violins, together, spell 
"Agathe" by playing the pitches A-G-A-D-H-E ("H" is the 
German designation for B natural). After the composition of 
the Sextet, Brahms noted to a friend, "Here I have freed 
myself from my last love." 

PREVIEW 
NOTES 

 


