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Violin Sonata in F Major, K. 376 
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 
Born: January 27, 1756, Salzburg, Austria 
Died: December 5, 1791, Vienna, Austria 
Composed: 1781 
Duration: 19 minutes 
 
Of the pieces Mozart inscribed to Josepha von Auernhammer 
in 1781, this sonata is in many ways the least flamboyant. 
Certainly, its first movement lacks the virtuoso brilliance of its 
successor in the same key, K. 377, and its central development 
section, in particular, is as relaxed as could be imagined. If the 
theme of the rondo finale, with its symmetrical shape and its 
simple harmony, has an air of naivety about it, the piece is one 
of considerable charm, and a dramatic gesture consisting of 
forceful cadences and rushing scales does not seriously 
disturb its elegant surface. At the end, Mozart is content to 
allow the music to fade away with a simple reminiscence of 
the rondo theme’s final two bars. 
  
Violin Sonata 
Leoš Janáček 
Born: July 3, 1854, Hukvaldy, Czechia 
Died: August 12, 1928, Ostrava, Czechia 
Composed: 1914-1915 
Duration: 18 minutes 
 
Janácek began writing his only mature violin sonata in 1914. 
He worked on it during the Great War, and gave it the final 
touches for its premiere only in 1922. It is a short and 
concentrated work, in the typical late style of the composer, 
based on short motives, swift changes of tempo, and intense 
emotional expression. The work has four movements. The 
first, con moto, is passionate and lyrical. It opens with an 
intense ascending phrase of the solo violin, followed by a 
tense lyrical melody accompanied by piano tremolos. The 
development builds to an anguished climax that leads to the  

 
 
reprise. The second movement, Ballade, con moto, is a warm 
melody based on a simple motive of folk flavor, supported by 
the piano's broken chords. The third movement, Allegretto, is 
a very peculiar two-minute scherzo. The finale, Adagio, opens 
and closes in desolation. The central section grows to a tense 
climax and then resignedly subsides into the opening material. 
 
Violin Sonata in F Minor, Op. 80 
Sergei Prokofiev 
Born: April 23, 1891, Sontsivka, Ukraine 
Died: March 5, 1953, Moscow, Russia 
Composed: 1938 -1946 
Duration: 29 minutes 
 
Cast in four movements, this tormented Sonata for violin and 
piano must rank with Prokofiev's finest works in any genre. 
The Andante opening panel begins with an ominous theme in 
the bass on the piano, the death-rattle sounds of the violin 
soon entering overtop it.  A hard-driving Allegro brusco 
follows, its main theme slashing and harsh as the piano and 
violin exchange angry dissonances and crushing chords.The 
third movement (Andante) opens with an ethereal, dreamy 
theme floating amid a sense of fantasy. The finale, marked 
Allegrissimo -- Andante assai, opens with a bustling theme 
that seems cheerful and almost playful, but its brightness soon 
appears threatened by dark undercurrents and, as tension 
accrues from stomping bass chords from the piano, it 
collapses. This exceedingly profound work will yield 
immeasurable rewards for patient listeners. 
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