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PROGRAM (selection of notes) 
 
Dover Beach, Op. 3 
Samuel Barber 
Born: March 9, 1910, West Chester, PA 
Died: January 23, 1981, Manhattan, NY 
Composed: 1931 
Duration: 8 minutes 
 
This brooding song for baritone and string quartet, written in 
the days preceding World War II, might be taken as an attempt 
to warn, for it sets with almost miraculous appropriateness 
one of the grimmest poems of World War I. It is a marvel of 
lyricism, yet is mysteriously touching throughout. Incidentally, 
Barber was a well-trained singer and, singing this piece, 
became perhaps the only classical composer to sing one of his 
own works on a professional, major-label recording. 
 
 
By and By 
Caroline Shaw 
Born: 1982, Greenville, NC 
Composed: 2010 
Duration: 10 minutes 
 
In her work By and By, Pulitzer prize-winning composer 
Caroline Shaw joined I’ll Fly Away with Will There Be Any Stars 
in My Crown? in a haunting arrangement for voice and string 
quartet. In short, Shaw’s By and By stands at the crossroads of 
Americana and the avant-garde. I’ll fly away is a simple 
statement of unadorned hope, reflecting a certain and 
unobstructed view of a beautiful land far beyond this vale of 
tears. Shaw’s sparse setting boils the gloss and luster of the 
classical string quartet down to the picking and strumming of 
American bluegrass and old-timey music. The arrangement is 
as assured as the text is certain. 
 
 

 
Quartet in A Minor, Op. 51, No. 2 
Johannes Brahms 
Born: May 7, 1833, Hamburg, Germany 
Died: April 3, 1897, Vienna, Austria 
Composed: 1865 
Duration: 36 minutes 
 
Johannes Brahms' first two string quartets, the two works of 
Opus 51, were released for public consumption in 1873. These 
are not actually his first efforts in the genre -- we know that 
he tried his hand at well over a dozen string quartets as a 
younger man (none of which met with his approval and all of 
which were eventually scrapped) -- and yet, Brahms spent the 
better part of a decade working on Op. 51. The C minor work 
is as rhythmically compact, note efficient, and, in its outer 
movements, forward-driven as anything Brahms ever wrote. 
The A minor quartet, which Brahms dedicated to his friend the 
Viennese surgeon and amateur string player Theodor Billroth, 
is, on the other hand, composed along altogether more lyric 
lines (but by no means less dramatic lines). 
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