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PROGRAM INCLUDES 
Strum 
Jessie Montgomery 
Born: December 8, 1981, New York, NY 
Composed: 2006-2012 
Duration: 7 minutes 
 
Montgomery writes, “Within Strum I utilized texture motives; 
the strumming pizzicato serves as a texture motive and the 
primary driving rhythmic underpinning of the piece. Drawing on 
American folk idioms and the spirit of dance and movement, the 
piece has a kind of narrative that begins with fleeting nostalgia 
and transforms into ecstatic celebration.” 
 
Prayer for our Times 
Michael Dudley 
Born: 1994 
Composed: 2019-22 
Duration: 9 minutes 
 
Dudley writes that, in 2019, “I felt as though I needed to better 
understand my experience with grief, and to prepare for a period 
of great trials. Little did I know that the COVID-19 Pandemic would 
start a short time later, in addition to the upheaval in race 
relations within the increasingly less “United” States, and my own 
personal losses due to the gun violence epidemic.” 
 
Divided 
Jessie Montgomery 
Composed: 2020 
Duration: 9 minutes 
 
“Divided for solo cello and orchestra,” Montgomery writes, “is a 
response to the social and political unrest that has plagued our 
generation in the recent past. Specifically, the sense of 
helplessness that people seem to feel amidst a world of that 
seems to be in constant crisis, whether it is over racial injustice, 
sexual or religious discrimination, greed and poverty, or climate 
change.” 
 
Between Worlds 
Carlos Simon 
Born: 1986, Washington, D.C. 
Composed: 2019 
Duration: 3 minutes 
 
Simon writes that the artist Bill Traylor “was born a slave in 
Alabama in 1853 and died in 1949. As a self taught visual artist, 
his work reflects two separate worlds— rural and urban, black 

and white, old and new. In many ways the simplified forms in 
Traylor’s artwork tell of the complexity of his world, creativity, 
and inspiring bid for self-definition in a dehumanizing segregated 
culture. I imagine these solo pieces as a musical study; hopefully 
showing Traylor’s life between disparate worlds.” 
 
Bachianas Brasileiras No. 9 
Heitor Villa-Lobos 
Born: March 5, 1887, Rio de Janeiro 
Died: November 17, 1959, Rio de Janeiro 
Composed: 1945 
Duration: 8 minutes 
 
This work (the shortest in Villa-Lobos’s series of Bachianas 
Brasileiras) is in the quintessentially Bachian form of prelude and 
fugue. The opening begins with a striking sonority using high 
strings that unfolds into an aria melody with harmonization that 
is often bitonal. The concluding fugue has a typical quick subject, 
and rises to a strong and calm conclusion. 
 
Sísifo na Cidade Grande 
Ricardo Herz 
Born: 1978 
Duration: 6 minutes 
 
"Sisyphus in the big city" is a piece in 3 connected movements 
that embodies world music. Listen for new Israeli jazz, open your 
heart to the traditional Pernambuco style "Maracatu" and much 
more. The beginning imitates the snare and bass drums and of a 
macaratu ensemble. In the second, slow movement, imagine a 
moment of repose from city noise, with a melody that moves 
through the entire orchestra. The third and final movement 
reintroduces a race up and down the hill, with renewed energy. 
 
Sonata No. 9 for Violin and Piano, Op. 47, “Bridgetower” 
Ludwig van Beethoven 
Arr.: Rubén Rengel 
Born: December 1770, Bonn, Germany 
Died: March 26, 1827, Vienna, Austria 
Composed: 1803 
Duration: 24 minutes 
 
Beethoven wrote this work as his ninth sonata for violin with 
piano in the spring of 1803. The famed sonata was dedicated to a 
violin virtuoso of African descent, George Polgreen Bridgetower 
(1778-1860), who not only premiered it but performed it several 
more times throughout Europe. The Sphinx Virtuosi dedicate this 
arrangement of the work to Bridgetower, to honor and celebrate 
an important artist who was forgotten by time and circumstance. 
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