
 
 

Israeli Chamber Project 
Assaff Weisman, piano • Marina Piccinini, flute • Tibi Cziger, clarinet • Sivan Magen, harp 

Daniel Bard & Itamar Zorman, violin • Guy Ben-Ziony, viola • Michal Korman, cello 
Friday, November 4 – 7:30 PM 

Perelman Theater, Kimmel Center 
 
PROGRAM 
 
Fantaisie for Harp and Violin, Op. 124 
Camille Saint-Saëns 
Born: October 9, 1835, Paris, France 
Died: December 16, 1921, Algiers, Algeria 
Composed: 1907 
Duration: 11 minutes 
 
In this inventive, atmospheric work – which is filled with flowing 
melodies and bravura turns for both instrumentalists – the flute 
and the harp engage each other in an ever-changing pas de deux. 
Throughout, Saint-Saëns leads his duo from calm, through 
playfulness, whimsy, passion, and back to calm with a return to 
the balance and clarity of the opening. 
 
A Soldier’s Tale 
Igor Stravinsky 
Born: June 17, 1882, St. Petersburg, Russia 
Died: April 6, 1971, New York, NY 
Composed: 1919 
Duration: 16 minutes 
 
Different instrument combinations recall village, wedding, dance, 
and military bands of different parts of Europe, and the violin 
style is that of the travelling Hungarian gypsy tradition. This music 
represents the blossoming of a new style for Stravinsky, one 
which he had already begun to develop during the war years, one 
reflecting influences from "modernist" European composers 
rather than the late Russian romanticism of his earlier ballets.  
 
Introduction and Allegro 
Maurice Ravel 
Born: March 7, 1875 
Died: December 28, 1937 
Composed: 1905 
Duration: 11 minutes 
 
The slow Introduction presents material to be used in the Allegro, 
alternating with themes of its own, in a series of colors and 
textures that show Ravel’s mastery of orchestration. Passages in 

which the first violin takes on the lowest notes of the string choir 
provide unusual sonorities; similarly the harp often supplies bass 
notes that one might expect from the accompaniment. The 
Allegro can be thought of as an exposition, development, and 
recapitulation.  
 
Chamber Symphony No. 1, Op. 9 (Arr.) 
Arnold Schoenberg 
Born: September 3, 1874, Vienna, Austria 
Died: July 13, 1951, Los Angeles, CA 
Composed: 1906 
Duration: 22 minutes 
 
In his “Analysis of the Chamber Symphony” Arnold Schönberg 
singled out his op. 9 as a “true turning point” in his compositional 
style. Completed on 25 July 1906 in Rottach-Egern on Tegernsee, 
the symphony was “the last work of my first period that existed 
as a single through-composed movement. Even though it is listed 
as one movement, the form can be considered as subdivided into 
as many as five continuous movements. 
 
Le tombeau de Couperin (Arr.) 
Maurice Ravel 
Composed: 1919 
Duration: 17 minutes 
 
Ravel begins with a rapid Prélude, a perpetual-motion piece that 
indeed evokes the harpsichord music of Couperin, though with 
harmonies that are of Ravel’s time. A scurrying motif of 
ornamental mien dominates the movement. The Forlane follows, 
a movement of moderate tempo (Allegretto)—a completely 
different piece from the one Ravel had transcribed from 
Couperin. For a contrasting middle section, Ravel presents a 
musette, a rustic dance underscored by a drone, like on a bagpipe. 
He concludes with an effervescent Rigaudon, again with a 
contrasting middle section that, as in the Menuet, has a pastoral 
quality. 
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