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Andante and Allegro Brillant, Op. 92 
Felix Mendelssohn 
Born: February 3, 1809, Hamburg, Germany 
Died: November 4, 1847, Leipzig, Germany 
Composed: 1841 
Duration: 10 minutes 
 
Mendelssohn’s two-part piano duet, composed in a matter of 
days, is light, easy-on-the-ears salon music, but graced with the 
polished elegance and craftsmanship that is the composer’s 
trademark. The Andante is comfort food for the soul, with a 
yearning melody of sighing phrases covered in a chocolate sauce 
of warm, deeply satisfying harmonies. The Allegro brillant, by 
contrast, is a nimble and scampering scherzo with the type of 
quick, darting figurations. 
 
Sonata for Piano Four Hands 
Francis Poulenc 
Born: January 7, 1899, Paris, France 
Died: January 30, 1963, Paris, France 
Composed: 1918 
Duration: 6 minutes 
 
The Opus 8 Sonata for Four-Hand Piano is a youthful work, both 
chronologically (composed in 1918, when Poulenc was not yet 
twenty, and then revised in 1939) and in its zestful flair. The 
Sonata’s three short movements—labeled Prelude, Rustique, and 
Final—bring together invigorating ostinato figures, exotic 
harmonies, and popular-sounding tunes. 
 
Grosse Fuge, Op. 133 
Ludwig van Beethoven 
Born: December 1770, Bonn, Germany 
Died: March 26, 1827, Vienna, Austria 
Composed: 1826 
Duration: 16 minutes 
 
The Grand Fugue readily divides into five parts. The first part is a 
series of brief snippets, each one alluding to a section of the 
ensuing fugue. The second part is the fugue proper, with a 
relentless imbroglio of urgent, dark musical counterpoint whose 

mood and chaotic complexity is nothing short of marvelously 
overwhelming. The third section is bright, major, soothing and 
lyrical all at a slower pace. The fourth part is the return of the 
brutal fugue, before the fifth and final part where the fugue 
dissipates, the happy music from the middle reappears, and 
everything is transformed into bright triumph if not outright 
humor. 
 
Lebensstürme, D. 947 
Franz Schubert 
Born: January 31, 1797, Vienna, Austria 
Died: November 19, 1828, Austrian Empire 
Composed: 1828 
Duration: 15 minutes 
 
As with much of Schubert’s music, the Allegro in A Minor was not 
published until years after the composer’s death, in 1840, at 
which time the publisher Anton Diabelli christened it 
Lebensstürme (“the storms of life”). Harmonic and structural 
adventures are indeed afoot, creating subtleties of light and 
shade and the emotional complexity characteristic of Schubert’s 
music. The melodic ideas themselves appear straightforward, as 
if subjects in a representational painting: but Schubert’s harmonic 
daring casts these subjects in nuanced lighting, suggesting that 
the truth is more elusive than it may seem. 
 
Dolly Suite, Op. 56 
Gabriel Fauré 
Born: May 12, 1845, Pamiers, France 
Died: November 4, 1924, Paris, France 
Composed: 1893-96 
Duration: 15 minutes 
 
Gabriel Fauré’s set of piano duets, also known as the Dolly Suite, 
were composed between 1893-96. Each duet marks the 
birthdays, anniversaries and other occasions in the life of the 
daughter of Fauré’s mistress, Emma Bardac. The daughter, 
Régina-Hélène Bardac, was known as Dolly to her family. The suite 
is in six short movements, with Fauré giving them descriptive and 
rather whimsical names: Berceuse, Mi-a-ou, Le Jardin de Dolly, 
Ketty Valse, Tendresse, and Le pas espagnol. 
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